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Two heavily armed students wearing trench coats and ski masks calmly 
walked into the cafeteria of Columbine High School on Tuesday and opened 
fire on terrorized schoolmates, setting off a killing spree that held police at bay 
for more than four hours before the gunmen apparently killed themselves. 

When police SWAT teams finally entered the school, they found as many as 25 
bodies, including two that authorities said appeared to be the gunmen. 
Another 23 students and faculty were taken to area hospitals, many in critical 
condition and some suffering multiple wounds.  

Late Tuesday, police identified the gunmen as juniors Eric Harris, 18, and 
Dylan Klebold, 17. 

Witnesses said the pair appeared to be stalking the school for victims, moving 
methodically from the lunchroom to the library as they shot victims, some of 
whom were cowering under desks, at close range. At least one of the gunmen 
appeared to be hunting for minorities and popular athletes, survivors said. 

"He was shooting people right in front of me," sobbed a female student, her 
arms splattered with blood. "He was shooting people of color and people who 
play sports. He put the gun right in my face and started laughing and said it 
was because people were mean to him last year." 

The gunmen carried guns and homemade bombs, and police late Tuesday 
discovered other bombs surrounding the middle-class suburban school, 
including two in cars in the parking lot, as well as another one in the home of 
one of the suspects. 



"Blood was going all over," a shaken girl said as she was comforted later by her 
father outside the school. "They were saying that they wanted Judas for their 
revenge." 

Jefferson County Sheriff John Stone termed the scene inside the school 
"gruesome" and said, "It appears to be a suicide mission." A sheriff's 
spokesman said the gunmen appeared to have bombs strapped to their bodies. 

By late Tuesday night, officers had yet to remove any bodies from the school 
because of the danger of explosives and the need to preserve evidence. 

FBI agents and police SWAT teams slowly made their way through the 
building. Some of the bodies had been set up as booby traps, said Stone. 

"It's like walking through a minefield," he said. 

It was the worst school shooting incident in U.S. history, far deadlier than 
school massacres in Oregon, Arkansas, Kentucky and Mississippi that shocked 
the nation in recent years.  

President Clinton made a brief televised address from the White House press 
room Tuesday night, urging the nation to "wake up" to school violence. 

"If it can happen here, then surely people will recognize that they have to be 
alive to the possibility that it can occur in any community in America and 
maybe that will help us to keep it from happening again," said Clinton, his face 
red and his eyes downcast. 

Clinton said a team of grief counselors is being sent to Littleton. 

Six months ago, Clinton hosted a White House conference on school violence 
and ordered Education Secretary Richard Riley and Atty. Gen. Janet Reno to 
develop an "early warning guide" to deal with the kind of youth rage that has 
led to the spate of school shootings around the country. 



Clearly no one in Littleton, an affluent and fast-growing suburb a half-hour's 
drive southwest of Denver, spotted the danger signs in time. 

Stone said both gunmen were found dead in the library of the school, which 
has 1,870 students. Both were masked and wore black trench coats, the 
trademark of a small group of anti-social Columbine students who called 
themselves the "Trench Coat Mafia," Stone said. 

Their bodies were found shortly after they had exchanged fire with officers, 
police said early Wednesday. 

Several students said they recognized at least one of the assailants as a 
member of the clique, a group of 8 to 10 teens who wore dark clothing, kept to 
themselves and were fans of shock rocker Marilyn Manson. 

"They were known as the Trench Coat Mafia because they wore a black trench 
coat every day to school," said sophomore Joshua Lapp. "Everywhere, 
anywhere, any day, no matter how hot it was they wore a black trench coat." 

Lapp said that, during Tuesday's shooting spree, the two gunmen "were going 
around, they were laughing about it. They'd shoot somebody, they'd laugh, 
they'd giggle. . . . You'd hear a shot go off, you'd hear somebody yell and 
scream, another shot go off and they'd yell and scream, another shot and there 
would be silence. . . ." 

Several students and recent graduates said that social tensions between school 
athletes and members of the "Trench Coat" gang may have been a factor 
behind the attack. 

"They're the kids that don't get along with the jocks," said Whitney Walker, 
who was standing outside the school and waiting for word about friends. "We 
heard their mission was to go after the jocks." 



Sean Kelly, a 16-year-old student, said he saw several members of the group 
make a video about their guns in a video production class. He said he heard 
Trench Coat members recently brag about getting new guns. They were also 
making derogatory remarks about blacks and Hispanics, Kelly said. 

Christina Sagstetter, 14, said the teens were "total outcasts. They kept to 
themselves." A friend of hers overhead one of them telling another to "bring all 
your stuff on Tuesday," she said. 

Jenny LaPlante, 18, said one of the group was a "real smart guy" who often 
volunteered information in class when teachers asked questions. She said she 
joked with him about being a "Nazi" after he wore military shirts several times 
to class and said "Heil Hitler" repeatedly to his friends. 

"They would talk to each other in German at the back of the class. We never 
really took them seriously. They were never hostile to people." 

A dedication to the Trench Coat Mafia in the 1998 Columbine yearbook carries 
the following message: 

"Who says we are different? Insanity's healthy! Remember rocking parties . . . 
Stay alive, stay different, stay crazy." 

More than 200 police from throughout the Denver area were dispatched to the 
school as gunfire and explosions broke out after 11 a.m. Denver time. 

SWAT teams cautiously entered the school, picking their way from room to 
room as they hunted for the assailants and led terrified students to safety. An 
injured male student was seen hanging from a broken window in the school 
library and dropping several feet to rescuers. 

In the midst of the chaos, police briefly detained three young men in a nearby 
park who were dressed in camouflage pants and black jackets. 



After they were released, the three said they knew the gunmen. 

Social studies teacher Eric Kritzer said he was in the lunchroom with 300 
students when the two gunmen began tossing smoke bombs and firing guns. 

"It was like a commando mission," Kritzer said. 

Several students started running toward the gunmen to help wounded friends 
and were hit themselves, Kritzer said. He said the gunmen appeared to be 
"targeting" students. 

Kritzer said he hid in a closet with 13 other teachers, custodians and students 
for 90 minutes. Two of the custodians used walkie-talkies to communicate 
with police outside, he said. While Kritzer and the others waited to be rescued, 
a fire broke out and alarms and sprinklers went off. He said he also heard 
explosions in the library immediately above the cafeteria. 

Several trapped students used cellular phones to call Denver television 
stations when they could not get through to authorities. 

"I hear a couple of gunshots, people running up and down," a student told 
KUSA television in a frightened whisper. Identifying himself only as James, he 
added, "There are a bunch of kids downstairs, I can hear them crying." 

As gunfire echoed through the school, students trampled each other to escape, 
running through one exit where three bodies lay on a staircase. Trapped 
inside, others took refuge in classrooms and bathrooms and frantically built 
makeshift barricades out of desks and file cabinets. 

After his escape, senior Jake Cram told reporters how a quick-thinking teacher 
he knew only as Mrs. Miller led 60 students to safety. He said the teens were 
running blindly down a hallway to escape the gunfire when Mrs. Miller 
stopped them and herded them into a choir room. 



"She ran up to us and said, `Don't go that way; go into the choir room and 
hide,' " Cram recalled. 

After police used a fire truck and an armored car to get close to the two-story 
building, dozens of students burst outside to freedom. 
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